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SUNDAY MORNING movement, response, and awe
NOTES:

Background:

The setting of the book of Nehemiah and the world he inhabited is incredible important to understand-
ing the book of Nehemiah. The disastrous events of 587 B.C., which included the destruction of the
temple, the end of the Davidic monarchy and Israel as a political entity, not to mention the deportation
of the population to exile in Babylon, had necessitated a radical assessment of Israel’s identity and
relationship to God.

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah were originally considered a single literary work called Ezra. The
majority of Nehemiah is considered to be Nehemiah's personal journal, specifically chapters 1 — 7 and
11 - 13. Chapters 8 — 10 are considered to be a continuation of the book of Ezra, to show the overlap
of the two books. Most scholars do not believe that Nehemiah wrote the entire book. It is believed that
one author wrote 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah, simply called by historians as the Chronicler.
He pulled together the relevant journals/memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah that make up the specific
books.

Themes:

Nehemiah is rich in biblical themes with a broad focus on holiness. The book can be divided into a
focus on Holy Land in Chapter 1-6 and Holy People in Chapter 7-13. While this is a major overarching
theme, additional themes surface such as Sin and Purity, the Church (community) and Prayer and

Worship. c

Sin and Purity can be clearly seen from Nehemiah’s concern that the nation of Israel follow the Law of
God. The Church is seen in Nehemiah's concern with unity. The community of faith is central to the
people of Israel then and to the Church today and throughout the book this unity is stressed.

Worship, scripture and prayer are front and center throughout the book of Nehemiah. The book opens
with Nehemiah fasting and praying, it then moves to his arrival in Jerusalem where he calls the Jewish
people back to God. Nehemiah challenges them to live according to the Scripture, and to honor God
with their worship, finances and their lives. In addition to prayer, Nehemiah practices personal
confession as well as confesses to God the sins of the nation of Israel.

Why Study Nehemiah?

Although we are separated from Nehemiah by two and a half thousand years, the problems he faced are
not particular to the world of antiquity. The relevancy in the book of Nehemiah is clearly seen in our
changing society, the need to resist individualism and embrace community, the significance of
advocating for the rights of others, especially the poor, and the special focus of building the ‘city’ of
God within the city of Spokane. May this study inspire us to embrace our mission and reach this city.
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The books of Ezra and Nehemiah record the last events, chronologically, in the Old Testament period.
The story of Nehemiah begins around 445 B.C.
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